The Canning Tradition
Egypt, under Louis XVI., had taken a powerful hold of the popular French imagination. Playing to the gallery was the Orleanist king's and his minister's idea of strengthening their hold upon their people. One of the keys to French action at this period is the curiously bitter personal estrangement between the Czar Nicholas and Louis Philippe. Russia befriended the Sultan and aimed at restoring Syria to him. That sufficed to make France Mehemet All's partisan. Meanwhile, Palnierston and Metternich determined upon a settlement of Eastern Europe, independently if need be of France. The English and the Austrian statesmen convoked the London Conference of 1840 ; on the 15th of July in that year a convention was signed by England., Austria, Prussia and Russia, to insist upon Mehemet's restoration of Northern Syria to the Sultan; it further granted him the hereditary government of Egypt. This compact, if generally known as the Quadruple Treaty, has also been called the Quadrilateral Treaty, as if to distinguish it from an earlier compact of 1834,* by which another group of four Powers guaranteed, as has been already said, constitutional government in Portugal and Spain. The exclusion of France which had thwarted Palmerston by separate negotiations with Mehemet All, brought her' to the verge of war with England. The fall of Thiers alone maintained peace. The English representative, Henry Bulwer, bore the brunt of the falling minister's personal fury.
The   Austro-English   naval   operations   required
* Before this, in 1834, Palmerston had arranged between England, France, Spain and Portugal another Quadruple Treaty for settling the
Peninsula.
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